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IT TAKES ViSiON – AND A LOT OF courage 
– to set your sights on a virtually impossible to 
develop piece of property and attempt to turn it 

into your dream home. But for David and Julie Bell, 
it’s the challenge that makes a project interesting 
and ultimately, rewarding. 

So when they told their sons, Jeremy and Nigel 
that they had bought a rather unwieldy piece of land 
on a giant hill in Hopkins Landing in Gibsons, they 
weren’t the least bit surprised. 

“One of the first houses that my family built 
was in the early 1990s on a rock bluff in Halfmoon 
Bay,” recalls Jeremy, project manager for Vancouver 
flooring and renovation specialist Renocon. “We 
ended up tying the house into the bluff using 
footings and putting it on stilts.” 

The Bells’ latest project involved a property once 
again situated on steep terrain, albeit with a stunning 
view of the water and the North Shore mountains. 
With the help of Jeremy, who served as general 
contractor, they put their creative juices to work 
figuring out how to make the impossible possible. 
“Access in particular was a huge challenge, so we 
ended up sharing the easement with our neighbour, 
who had easier accessibility,” says Jeremy. “By doing 
so, we were able to put half of our house’s driveway 
on our neighbours’ property and half on ours.” 

BUILDING DREAMS
For one family, taking a concept and teaming up with a talented group of experts 
led to the creation of a stunning show home
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With the initial hurdle solved, the family set to work on determining 
the ideal location for the home. What stood in the way, however, were 
two beautiful maple trees. It was a tough decision to cut the trees down, 
and the family was determined to repurpose the beautiful wood, so they 
decided to mill it into tongue-and-groove flooring and as well as some 
additional accent pieces such as the fireplace mantel. 

“This was no easy task,” recalls Jeremy. “I can remember hauling 
every single piece of it three times before finally bringing it into the house 
and literally beating each one into place. But it was worth it. You can’t 
buy that look, with all of the beautiful rippling that naturally occurs in 
maple. And because I was building this for my parents, I took extra care 
to position all of the particularly nice pieces in locations where they were 
shown off to the fullest.” 

For the overall structure of the house, the Bells retrofitted a timber 
frame to the main structure that they had purchased from Linwood 
Custom Homes. “It is of panellized construction, so all of the walls are 
pre-framed and panelled with numbers that correspond with the plan,” 
explains Jeremy. There was another incentive to use this type of pre-
packaged construction material. “These types of homes generate a very 
low per cent of building waste material,” he says. 

The infrastructure was no easy task, as they were dealing with a 22 
per cent slope and a roughed-in driveway. It took excavators and tow 
trucks many gruelling hours to haul all of the concrete, building materials 
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